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Statment 2, as it stands is unacceptable to me, and 
I believe will put the whole report in bad odor. It 
is easy to read it as,a deolaud for guaranteed growth 
of science, hell-or-high-wate‘r; and it will be paro- 
died by extrapolations to more scientists than people. 

I will therefore sign the report only if the following 
sense is incorporated, either as a personal dissent, 
or into statement 2 as indicated. 

LT. Josre~ P. KENNEDY, JR. LABBORATORIES FOR MOLECIJLAR MEDICINE 
dedicated to the study of mental retardation 

Molecular Biology Heredity Neurobiology Developmental Medicine 



Note from J. Lederberg: 

Basic research is still a minute fraction of Gur GNP. Until such time 

as we approach the limits of our material and human resources for expanding 

scientific work of high return, spending on science should be defined by our 

striving to reach targets of human benefit--social, economic and cultural-- and 

not by a fixed formula of growth rate. The growth of the economy can well sustain 

a rate of 15 to 20% per annum. However, such a policy must be founded on our 

perception of the insufficiency of existing programs to catalyze the most rewarding 

application of scientific thought and effort to meet human needs. 



. 1. The federal government should, at the earliest. possible 
. 

momC?lI%, take short-term corrective action to off's& the critical' . . . * . 
s  

shortrterm effects of the cutbacks. _' 
. 
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, - I ,+ 2. Guide'lincs for the annual grp&h rate ok federal. spending . . . . s 

on scientific research should be established. 
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-annual 15 percent increase is suggested --- first because it.is - . 
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based on so:jety 's record of response to our many research needs, . s 

* and second because it will help universities balance research grobith * . 
. -. 

with that of graduate education. - 1. i ._. . * 
3.. _ -Improved methods'. of' consultation and co~mnunilc'at.ion should' : _ : 

be established between 'the federal government and 
. 

the scientific ; 

corpunity , so tha-t each can better understan:! the a 
pressures and challenges facing the ot?;er. 

_* . 
4. _ Since.scientific researc:h is generally a 

. . 
every-effort should be made to put the scientific 

uniciue problems, 

long-run process, 

research budget 
- - - 

; on a long-tern;',. multi-year basis. This would eliminate the type 
_ 

of .short -term crisis now being feit'by the scientific communi.ty. * 


